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March 13th 2009 
UK MUSIC STATEMENT: GOOGLE MUST PAY OUR SONGWRITERS AND COMPOSERS   
Great music attracts an audience.  This has always been true, and it is true now, more so than ever. Internet start-ups have quickly learned that they can build huge user-numbers by offering access to our members’ music.  
Creativity is the lifeblood of the digital economy. 
Such popularity is also proof of music’s huge intrinsic value.  Without this high quality raw material - generated by the endeavours and creativity of our songwriters, composers, artists and musicians and all those who invest in them - sites such as YouTube would be somewhat less compelling.  
However, whether online or offline, demands that our creative talent should subsidise someone else’s business model is as unreasonable as it is inappropriate. 
Licensing embryonic start-ups has brought significant challenges to all creative businesses. There still are challenges - for both sides - although they can and will be overcome.  A huge diversity of licensed digital music services are already active in the UK, and as an industry we remain committed to growing the future of our business. 
Google, however, qualifies as neither embryonic nor a start-up. In 2008 alone, the internet search giant recorded profits of over £3bn. 
By comparison, PRS for Music is a not-for-profit organisation, run by its members for its members.
In this light, it is difficult but to interpret Google’s actions this week as anything other than cynical and exploitative.  

Such unheralded and counter-productive negotiation tactics are not only detrimental to music fans, but also to the UK’s songwriters and composers.
ENDS
For further information, please contact Adam Webb on 020 7306 4447 or 07908 811223 or email adam.webb@ukmusic.org 
Notes to editors: 

UK Music represents the collective interest of the UK’s commercial music industry: from artists, musicians, songwriters and composers, to record labels, music managers, music publishers, collecting societies and studio producers.

Our member organisations are: the Association of Independent Music (AIM), the British Academy of Songwriters, Composers, and Authors (BASCA), BPI (British Recorded Music Industry) Limited, the Music Managers Forum (MMF), the Music Publishers Association Limited (MPA), the Musicians Union (MU), PPL (Phonographic Performance Limited) and PRS for Music.  
