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KINSELLA WEITZMAN ISER KUMP HOLLEY LLP 
MICHAEL J. KUMP (SBN 100983) 
   mkump@kwikhlaw.com 
SHAWN HOLLEY (SBN 136811) 
   sholley@kwikhlaw.com 
KATHERINE T. KLEINDIENST (SBN 274423) 
   kkleindienst@kwikhlaw.com 
11766 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 750 
Los Angeles, California 90025 
Telephone: 310.566.9800 
Facsimile: 310.566.9850 
 
Attorneys for Defendant  
EVAN RACHEL WOOD 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT 

 

BRIAN WARNER, p/k/a MARILYN 
MANSON, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

vs. 
 
EVAN RACHEL WOOD; ASHLEY GORE, 
a/k/a ILLMA GORE, 
 

Defendants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 Case No. 22STCV07568 
 
Assigned to Hon. Teresa A. Beaudet, Dept. 50 
 
DECLARATION OF DEFENDANT EVAN 
RACHEL WOOD IN SUPPORT OF 
OPPOSITION TO PLAINTIFF’S 
EX PARTE APPLICATION FOR LEAVE 
TO SUBMIT THE FEBRUARY 19, 2023 
DECLARATION OF ASHLEY MORGAN 
SMITHLINE IN SUPPORT OF 
PLAINTIFF’S OPPOSITIONS TO 
DEFENDANTS’ ANTI-SLAPP MOTIONS 
 
 
Date: February 28, 2023 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Dept.: 50 
 
 
Action Filed: March 2, 2022 
Trial Date: None Set 

 
 

  

Electronically FILED by Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles on 02/27/2023 01:53 PM David W. Slayton, Executive Officer/Clerk of Court, by S. Bolden,Deputy Clerk
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DECLARATION OF EVAN RACHEL WOOD 

I, Evan Rachel Wood, declare as follows: 

1. I am a defendant in this action. I submit this declaration in support of my 

Opposition to Plaintiff’s Ex Parte Application for Leave to Submit the February 19, 2023 

Declaration of Ashley Morgan Smithline in Support of Plaintiff’s Oppositions to Defendants’ 

Anti-SLAPP Motions. If called as a witness, I could and would competently testify to all the facts 

within my personal knowledge except where stated upon information and belief. 

2. I never pressured or manipulated Ashley Morgan Smithline to make any 

accusations against Plaintiff Brian Warner, and I certainly never pressured or manipulated her to 

make accusations that were not true. It was Ms. Smithline who first contacted me in March 2019.  

3. Specifically, on March 11, 2019, I posted an Instagram post with quotes about 

being a survivor of domestic violence from a podcast on which I had appeared. At that time, I had 

spoken publicly about being a survivor of abuse—including in testimony before the United States 

Congress—but I had not yet publicly named Mr. Warner as my abuser. Ms. Smithline publicly 

commented on my March 11, 2019 Instagram post, stating, “when he had me captive in the stupid 

ballet studio, i cringed hearing him brag about replaying that scene from rules of attraction to 

you… i thought no one would ever talk about this…” Ms. Smithline then replied to her first 

comment, tagging me and herself, and said, “… sorry that really hit me hard today.” A true and 

correct copy of a July 21, 2022 screenshot of my March 11, 2019 Instagram post, and Ms. 

Smithline’s comments to the post, is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

4. Before Ms. Smithline publicly commented on my March 11, 2019 Instagram post 

(in Exhibit A), I had not met her, I had not communicated with her, and I did not know who she 

was. But in her comments, Ms. Smithline referenced information about my private experiences 

with Mr. Warner that was not publicly available at that time. Specifically, Mr. Warner once 

abused me while he made me watch a particular scene from the movie Rules of Attraction. 

Mr. Warner and I were the only two people in the room when that abuse occurred. 

5. The first and only time I ever met Ms. Smithline in person was at the October 21, 

2020 meeting of survivors, which was filmed for the HBO documentary Phoenix Rising. Prior to 
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that meeting, I had never spoken to Ms. Smithline on the phone. During the October 2020 

meeting, Ms. Smithline described abuse that she claimed Mr. Warner inflicted upon her. 

Ms. Smithline has always told me that she was abused by Mr. Warner.  

6. I had several communications with Ms. Smithline via private messages on 

Instagram after People Magazine published on or around May 5, 2021 an article about 

Mr. Warner’s abuse of Ms. Smithline. Attached hereto as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of 

excerpts from my May 5, 2021 Instagram communications with Ms. Smithline. Attached hereto as 

Exhibit C is a true and correct copy of excerpts from my May 10, 2021 Instagram 

communications with Ms. Smithline. In the attached Instagram communications, Ms. Smithline’s 

statements are on the left side of the screen, and my statements are on the right side of the screen 

in grey bubbles. 

7. I posted a Story on Instagram that included a screenshot of the headline of an 

October 3, 2021 article in Metalhead Zone entitled “Accuser Admits Marilyn Manson Was 

Planning to Kill Evan Rachel Wood.” On October 5, 2021, Ms. Smithline sent me an unsolicited 

reply to my Instagram Story, stating, “i second that. he said i’m going to kill my ex so many 

times!” Attached hereto as Exhibit D is a true and correct copy of Ms. Smithline’s October 5, 

2021 message to me on Instagram. (Again, Ms. Smithline’s comments are on the left and mine are 

on the right.) 

8. I communicated with Ms. Smithline via Instagram on March 12, 2022, after 

Mr. Warner filed the present lawsuit. Attached hereto as Exhibit E are true and correct copies of 

excerpts from my March 12, 2022 Instagram communications with Ms. Smithline. 

(Ms. Smithline’s comments are on the left and mine are on the right.) 

9. Ms. Smithline sent me a message through Instagram on April 27, 2022. We then 

had additional communications through Instagram on May 4 and 5, 2022. Attached hereto as 

Exhibit F are true and correct copies of excerpts from my Instagram communications with  

/ / / 

/ / / 

/ / / 
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Howard E. King, Esq.  
John G. Snow, Esq. 
Jackson S. Trugman, Esq.  
King, Holmes, Paterno & Soriano, LLP 
1900 Avenue of the Stars, 25th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90067  
Telephone: (310) 282-8989  
Email: hking@khpslaw.com 

jsnow@khpslaw.com 
jtrugman@khpslaw.com 

Additional email for service: 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

At the time of service, I was over 18 years of age and not a party to this action.  I am 
employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California.  My business address is 11766        
Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 750, Los Angeles, CA 90025-6543. 

On February 27, 2023, I served true copies of the following document(s) described as 
DECLARATION OF DEFENDANT EVAN RACHEL WOOD IN SUPPORT OF 
OPPOSITION TO PLAINTIFF’S EX PARTE APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO SUBMIT 
THE FEBRUARY 19, 2023 DECLARATION OF ASHLEY MORGAN SMITHLINE IN 
SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF’S OPPOSITIONS TO DEFENDANTS’ ANTI-SLAPP 
MOTIONS on the interested parties in this action as follows: 

ksloane@khpslaw.com

Attorney for Plaintiff 
Brian Warner, p/k/a Marilyn Manson

Margaret Ziemianek, Esq. 
Lawrence M. Cirelli, Esq.  
G. Thomas Rivera III, Esq. 
Hanson Bridgett LLP 
425 Market Street, 26th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Telephone: (415) 995-6438 
Email: MZiemianek@hansonbridgett.com 

lcirelli@hansonbridgett.com 
trivera@hansonbridgett.com 

Additional email for service: 
destebanez@hansonbridgett.com 

Attorney for Defendant 
Ashley Gore a/k/a Illma Gore

BY E-MAIL OR ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION:  I caused a copy of the 
document(s) to be sent from e-mail address MSanks@kwikhlaw.com to the persons at the e-mail 
addresses listed in the Service List.  I did not receive, within a reasonable time after the 
transmission, any electronic message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on February 27, 2023, at Santa Monica, California. 

Mary L. Sanks
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